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been under the ostensible headship of Anjou ; all,
of course, being still claimed and lorded over by
Parma, as King Philip's viceroy. Before William
could be persuaded to take up the bold position
from which modesty and excess of caution, certainly
not cowardice, too long withheld him, he was anxious
that it should be assigned to Leicester, whose capa-
cities as a ruler were overestimated, and who was
expected to bring into the contest the whole weight
of English influence ; and it was now considered by
both William and Leicester, and by their friends,
that Anjou, contemptible as he was, and partly be-
cause of his faults and weaknesses, might serve as a
figurehead for such defiance of Spanish authority as
the Dutch Protestants did not feel themselves strong
enough to maintain without help from their Catholic
fellow-countrymen.

There is nothing to show what part Sidney took
in these arrangements. From one of the few
" Astrophel and Stella " sonnets, in which he touched
on public events, it may be inferred that he regarded
them with but languid interest and scant approval.
In this sonnet he curiously sums up the chief political
problems that perplexed and irritated others beside
himself in the autumn of 1580 or soon after. He
refers not only to the Dutch disasters of this year,
which included the Spanish acquisition, by force or
guile, of Maestricht, Mechlin, Groeningen, and other
towns, but also to the threatened Ottoman crusade
against Italy; to the designs of Stephen Bathori,
the newly elected King of Poland, against Russia;
to the religious turmoils in France, where Henry of